
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 15, 2019  

 

Dear Minnesota Congressional Delegation,  

We, the undersigned, are writing you this letter to share some of our concerns regarding current proposals 

to change the Medicare benefit.  

In 2018 there were over a million Medicare beneficiaries in Minnesota, those beneficiaries deserve access 

to the best treatments for them. In order to make sure Medicare continues to be a successful program we 

would like to see Congress consider only proposals that are in line with the program’s current free market 

policies.  

Some possible changes that have been proposed, specifically to the Part D and Part B programs, would 

have the negative consequence of limiting access to medications. Proposals such as using foreign, 

government imposed, prices to set prices here in the U.S., or setting prices through inflationary penalties 

could all result in fewer medications and treatments being available to beneficiaries. We feel strongly that 

such proposals are the wrong way to reform the Medicare program.  

We feel there are other proposals that would result in lower prescription drug costs for beneficiaries and a 

better functioning Medicare program. One such proposal is reforming the rebate system. Rather than 

allowing middlemen to pocket discounts or rebates those savings must be passed on to the consumer at 

the pharmacy counter. This would result in lower prices as well as more transparency in the overall 

process. Additionally, we would like to see a cap on out-of-pocket expenses and lowering what people are 

paying in Medicare Part D.  This policy would bring Medicare into alignment with other insurance 

coverage while again lowering costs for beneficiaries.  

We hope you will consider our thoughts on these proposals while you and your colleagues are debating 

Medicare reform in DC. Patients that depend on Medicare represent some of the most vulnerable people 

in our society and we believe strongly in providing care and treatment to them in the best possible way.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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